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1l.-  Since about 1930, Glavsevmorput (Chief Administration of the Horthera Sea -
Route) has been endeavoring to establish regular sea communications along
the chort Arciie route betweer Murmansk and the Beoring Sea., This would
serve to connect the various fav northern regions of sconomie sigaifiecance
and slsc supplement any undertnkincs, sither defensive or af fensive, vhich
the USSR might wish to pursue in the Arcetic, The northern sea route has
been constantly gaining in importance and hag kephb abreast of the remarke }
able industeial development of the Arctic repiona, It has aleo constituted
an ipeentive to develop further the Siberian inland waterways.

2 In developing the northern roube, the Russians had te surmount the diffi-
cully of maintaining a ceal surply over the great distances between Murransk
and the Berlng Sea ports. Only slightly loss formidable was the rroblen of
setting wp general surmly depots along the route, An absence of poris caps-
ble of carrying out ship repairs or receiving carpoes furiher conplicated
the task. It was also necessary, starting alrost Prom gerateh, te create a
fleet sultable for service along this arduous woube, to increase the munber
of' matsorolegical statious, and to constyust baseg for deeberg reconnaissance
airerafbe. )

3o Althoush the main objective of Glavsewmorvut is generally taken to be the
forging of a livk betwsen the White Sea and the Bering Seéa, this anency has
in aetval practice soncentrated upon the oxploitation of ithe weshern Arctie
eoagt bebween [Rirmansk and the Yenlsei, with somevhst lese enphasic on the
terpliiories reaching beyond the Yenisei to the mouth of the lena, The ecc-
nomle dmportance of the Yenisel River and the relatively milder elirzbic
conditions have favored this recion over thoss territoriss Turther to the
east.

A The numbsr of vassares rade over the exdirs length of the route from the
White Sea to the Bording Sea by icebrealers hetuwsen 1930 and 1937 inereaged
as follows: 1 in 1930, 2 in 1932, 1 in 1933, 2 in 1934, 4 in 1935, 14 o
1:?36,,. and 31 in 1937, The mumbor of vessels civeulating in Avctic waters
alse roses

1933 : A2 vessels rerresenting 136,000 tons
w ’

) _ 1934 5 59 @ 156,000 ©

< : 1935 1 60 % n 230,000 *
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bo explained by the fact that some of the mllar vesse:ic of the prew—
oug year wara scrarpad and mplaceﬂ by larger ones.)

1936 s 64 vesgels rapresenting 275,300 tons
1937 : 115 ° 532,000 *®

The cargoes of these ships consisted of food suppliss and equipment for
the inhabitants of the Arctiic stations and the troops stationed thera,

In addition to the regular liasison planss vhich flow betweern the Arvciic
gtations, Glavsevmorput maintained 156 reconnaissance plames in 1937 for
the spobiting of bergs and flees., In that ydar the Russians malntained
20 all-voathey airi‘ields a.nd 5 fielda ugable only fron July to October.
' - ring o riation wore in liaison !
Hava meteoro]opﬂaal stablonsa It wes estimated 4n 1937 that naval
planes had pu‘t in 16,000 flymg hours on behsl? of Glavsewmorput in the
course of the year.

As of the and of 1937 there wers only three ports along the 3,800-mile

route betwoen Murmansk and the Bering Sea which had any sort of facilitiss:

Port Diskson, which could repair only oune ship at a time; Port Tiksi, with

no vepair facilities; and Providenis, without even a quay. -Because of the

lack of equlment,. coaling s carried out by hand at poinks far teo wide

apart for convenienco. Conl came f’rom Switzhergen and took up tonnage badly

ic stations. By 1938 the

fiogt urgent 'hask of Glavs emom:u‘c g the construction of ports with repair
facilities, the dovelopment of coal mines nearer to the moritime route (in |
the vicinity of Port Dit,kcmng Poet Tiksl, and Ghukcts_t), and the installation -
of mechanized coanling apparadus ab convenient ports., For the fulfillment of

this program, Glavsevmorput had at its diapasal approximately four snd chg- /
half billiop dollars, 40,000 free enployess, aund approximstely 500,000 forced
irborers vnder NKVD control.

The Soviet Navy took o great inberest in the achievements of Glavsevmorput
and ogtabliched in 1937 acpecial Far Northern Scuadron consigting ofs

1 ninelaying cruiser of 2,900 tons

5 destroyers, sach of arproximately 2,000 tons

6 coastal patrel eraft of A00 tong each

1 very small toryedo boat

20 punboots

43 submarines vepresenting a total of 20,000 tons

1% i2 e common misteke to congider Port Dicksom as the main Glavssvmorpud
corbor, UWhile this port has been congidevably developed, it is im no way
a major base. The two koy poimbs in the Arctic maritime system are Arkhe
anzel, for western btraffic, end Hagadan, for oastern and far eastern traffie,

Tt has been learned from semi-gecret Glavsevmam‘a publications that in 1945 .
the cverall Tigurs for shipping in Aretic waters stood at approximately three f
miliion tong., In the smmmer of 1946 the following situation prevailsd in the
Aretic poris mentionsd belows

a. Mezen: Two ships of 200 tons cach on the slips.

b, Novy Port: One ship in the harbor, four undergoing rerairs,

o Magadan: Two icobraskers in the barbor, thirteen other ships, totalling
7,300 tons, on the slips.

do Sukharnee (Ambarchil): Five ships undercoing vepairvs.
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e. Talmyrsk: Three ships, with a total tomnnage of 3,750, undernoing repairs.

£. Homsomolsk: Seven 1cebreakei-s and an uwknown mumber of other vessels,
roprogenting a total of 12,000 tons, in the harbor.

m, Port Dickson: Seven ships undersoing repairs.

h. Port Tiksi: Four ships undergoing repairs.

Py

1. Arkhangel: Fourteen ships under constbruction.
J. Murmansk: Seven ships under consgtruction.

Of the 21 ships under construction at Arkhangel and Murmansk, twelve, in-
eluding three lcobreakers, veprogenbting a total of 6,700 tons, weve destinaed
Por use 4n the Arvctiec., At the Leningrad yards, a total of 17,000 tons of
shipping, inclvding ssven punboats, was under construction for Aretic use.
In addition to the above-mentioned ships vhich were in pors, undorgoing re-
mairs or under construction during the summer of 1946, sixty-seven additional (
ships wors positively identified as circulating botueen Mezen and the Bering '
Styaits during this same period. Of these, the most importent units were Hwo
icobreakers of 4,500 tons each and four 600-ton submarines, thres of uhich

were anchored in July at Porb Dickson and one of which was at Novy Fort. It

was impossible to establish a figure for the iotal mmbsr of ships circulating

in Aretic waters during the sumrmer of 1946, since reports varied from 750 e
2,000, An indication of the mumber of convoys passing through thig arsa i3
given by the fact that, bebween August and November 1945, seventeen convoys &
ascorted by lcebreakers reached Magadan from the Boring Sea. These seventeen
convoys represented a total of 420,000 tens.

A considerable mumber of merchant ships in Arctic waters travel heavily armed.
The merchant eollier "Taimyrakays Zveszda®, 1,200 tons, carries four 107 rm.
quna, three 37 mm. guns, eisht anti~aireraft rachine muns, and two heavy 152
. movksrs. The cyews of many Soviet Arciie merchantmen are armed with
vifies, machine guns, and pistols.

Gondition of Arctic Poris in 1946

Mezcn 1s situated at the mouth of a river of the same name. The port is
connscted with the hintorland by a merrow-pauge railread vhich joins the
Sevzheldorog line rumning from Arkhangel vim Usth Zybny {Zybna ?) towmrd
the Zera Gulf. There are sctually two lines rumning from Mezew--one in
the direction of Ust Zybay(a) and the other toward Southern Russia.
Comrent: This last sentence would seem to contradiet the sen-
TEnee ore 1t, which spreaks only of gr-i.c., one--railroad line.) The 50X1-HUM
Mezen River, which is mavicable during the surmer and affords an exwcellent
iee surface duvring the winter, is also used ag a channel of comrmnication.

In 1936, there were 3,000 free citizens in Mozen, Within a radius of thirdty
kilometers there wore two GUMZ camps conbaining 9,000 politieal prisorers,
and some of these deporiees were employed at the port itself, The harbor was
gquipped with two cement quays, each 120 meters long, and tuo docks s each
having an area of approximately 2,000 sguare meters and reshting on supporits
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of earth and wood., The port w@s served by twe shiptuilding yards conslsting
of woodon sheds and installations and by one yard with cemeat instaliations,

which was nearing complotion in 1946, Thus, Mezen was capable of repairing

three small ships (up to 800 tons) at one time, The port also contained facill-
tios for automatic coaling; reserve supplies of fuel oil, wood, and coal; and &

number of fish-packing sheds.
During July 1946 the port of Mezen contained the following vessels:

45 fishing boats (one to four tons)

2 coast muard cutbers

1 cargo veagsel of 200 tons

3 sailing vessels (35 tons each) for the transporting of fish

2 yooden Preighters (200 tons each)

Mozen contains a sclentific station for polar investigation, to which is

attached an icobreaker, a neteorological station, a seventeen-kilowatt radio

trangmitter, and an sirfleld seventeon kilomoters out of town. The Mezen
garrisor in July 1948 consisted of 27 coast suardsmen, a etteTy of coast

artillery troops, and the headquarters personnsl of an VD militla battalion.

Pugtozerglk, which lies on Pechors Bay, maintains contact with the interior

Ly means of roads and, rore irportant, inland waterways, 4 narrow-gavge rail-
wy has been under construciion since 1940. The building was interyupted dur-

B -

ing the war, but wms resumed in 1946. Thiz railway line wiil conucet Pngtozersk

with the Pechora mineral basin.
The town had 2,000 free inhabitants in 1946, but in the murrounding region

there wore 27 carps holding some 200,000 deportees undsr GUIZ adminisbtratlon.

They were used to work the Fechora coalfields and the oil eentsr of Oikhta.

Az regards equirment, the pord of Pugtozersk is at only a proliminayy stage

of development. In 1946, one cement quay was under construciion, two temporary
wooden grays were in exishencs, and one favorably sitnated roadstead was at the
disposal of incoming ships. HMechaniecal equipment for coaling has been installed,
uy there are no facilities for rerairing shipg--unless the damave be extremsly
slisht. On the western shore of the Pechors estnary there lies a well-orpanized
Soviet Navy base which is served by a tug/ice bhreaksr and provides shelter for

tuwo submarines.

In 1946 there was a large stock in and around Puatozersk of seme 250,000 tons .
of eoal plus a larpe fuel oil veserve. The loeal authorities in their report
o loscow claimed to have doubls the actual amount of fuel on hand., Activity
in thic port in July 1946 invelived the arrival of seventeen colliers and two
oil=tankers. In addition to this, there was a lively traffiec of fishing boats

and £ish transports bound for Arkhaengel. .

Pustozersk contains the follovings installatinong: ons seientific station for

polar invegbipation; one meteorolozical station; one radio transmitbter; and
an airfield for use Wy planes doing ice field recomnaissance work, Eleven

kilometers south of Fushozersk and one kilometer from the Pechora River, thevs
were inporbtant MUVD militia barracks and the headguaricrs of a coastal defense

unib,

Amdermm lies some 50 miles to the eagt of Vaigach Island. It is a small port
of 500 inhabiten®s, but serves as an importani: concentration area for deporitses
in the vieinity. The port arpearad o be in a still veory rudimentary condition

in 1946, althoush there were sims that it might be developed considerably,

rarticularly as it would probably be the terminus of the Sevzheldorog railuay

from Arkhangel across the Pechora minersl basin. Thers was only one quay

of

a temporary rature at Amderma in 19465, and there were no facilities for repairs.
A stoek of 20,000 tons of coal was maintained; it had keen brousht by sea from
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Pustozersk, Fifteen kilomsters to the east of the port there s a heaviiy-
rmnrded submarine bass.

22, Andepm.is principally used for the export of fluorsyar, 31,500 tons of which
woere produced in 1945. A narrow-gauge railwey between the fluorspar mines and
the port is under comstruction, tut up to 1946 the nineral washanled to the
port by tractors. lMechanical equipment for the sxtraction of flvorine {sic)
was delivered in 1945. Installations at Andsrma concist of: a scisntific

/ polar investigation station, a reteorolozical station, a radie station, an
airfiold, and a tractor stalion.

23, lNovy Pori lies on the westera shore of the Ob Gulf and represents one of the
] ®lar achievnents of recent years. The porulation is estimated at
something over 10,000, It comrands the exit to the sea of the first great
forbidden zons of Noxthern Siberia, which contains al-ost 2,000 Q00 & .
Vovy Port is both @ sea and river port. ms o large oaiponilding yard for
ocean and river craft, mmerous repair yards, and a dry doclz belonging o the
Soviet Havy, Wovy Fort has, furthermore, a larpe numbsr of sheds and ware-
houses and & coal depob. The importance of the port is above zll econoniec;
ut thore is reason to bolieve that the activity there is of a military nature,
becanse since 1945 access has bocome practieally impessible. .

24, In the summer of 1945, sevonieen river tuss, fourtaecn seagoing vessels bobtalling
seme 5,000 tons, three river icebreakers, and one soa=-toins icebreaker were
stationed in Hovy Fort. In the sur—er of 1946, traffic in the port ws ogbi-
nated at some 140,000 tons, Installations consict of several scientific polar
investigation stations, with laboratories and ap exrerinental institute; a
metecrolonical stations a power ul transmitter; onme alrfield belon~ing to
Glavsevnorpuby and one military airfield, There are WD militisa headmarters
and a Sovied Army cormand post in the town,

25, Port Dikkson lies on Dickson Island, facing tho Yenisel estuary. During the
past ten years, this port has been devedoped to an extraordinary dogrees, It
3a eonsiderod the focal point of Soviet Arctic communications, but is also
the port most vulnerable to attack in the entire region. The character of
the port revolves around these two considerations.

26, Port instaliatiors are very modern.  There are three 150-reter cerment quays
and one which is 110 meters long. Stocks of coal and heavy oil are protected
Wy rocks., Coal is loaded mechanically after being hauled fromrines on the
jeland. There are facilities for the repair of four chips nt a time, although
dry dock facilities are limited to a tommage of 2,300. The sulmarine base is
equipped with three shelters which will hold six submarines not exeeeding 700
tons each, The submarine base is well protected by s surerstructure of rocks,
Port Dickson itself comsista of a poor Piching village and a small vwltra-nmodezn
toun whose cement mildings are emuipped dth very deep chelters,

27, Three icebreakers are pormanently stationed in Port Dickson, which is extromely
active from July until the end of ‘eptember. The grenter part of the traffie
is wosthound (Novy Port, lumonsk, Arkhangel) and in the dirvection of Iparka,
up the Yenisei. IMuch less traffie--but also of great importance in the ayes
of the authoritlss——is in the direction of the Dering Sea. 1In all, during the
summer of 1946, a total of over a million tens of shipping pessed through Port
Dickson, a fimre vhich compares favorably vhith the statisties of sone of the
larger ports of the USSR, Installations include several seicntific molar ige
vestipgation statlons, a meteorolosical station. and a radio statlion. Themis

O / W at Port Digkson on vhich nearly 250 aircraft of all types
a sad. +he f£ield has subtorransan hanpara,. Near the port there are many
coastal defense and anti-aireraft batteries. '
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is a semi~-river, semi=sea port which relieves Fort Dickson of some
of its traffic.

Tatmyralk, 1ies at the mouth of the Taimyr River and is an entirely mew pord
vhich was eroated in or around 1944 by reans of considerabls technical asgi~
gtance from, and by the use of the labor of, countless political deporitees
from tho second forbidden zowe of the Taimyr Peninsula. It has been concelved
as a substitube for Port Dickson, uhich is considered too well knoun and too

valnerable,

In 1945, traffic eirenlation hed reached only some 60,000 tons., However, tha‘
future of Tairmwrsk should bs a busy one, bscause the port lies close to a coal
£ield which yielded 60,000 tons in 1945 and vhich, according to invastizations,
is capable of yielding ten times that amount, Furthsrmors, betwsen ‘J;‘a:hnyrsk
and Lake Taimyr, tin and wolfran deposits have been exploited over since 1930.
Thus, Taimyrsl, quite apart from its importonce as a coalinz seation on the
Arctie maritime route, could become a large minsral shipping center. Instal-
Iations include a sciontific polar investipation center with 23 sub-stations
apn airfield for polar reconrailssance under partisl Glevsevmorput control; and
a punber of harracks and othor military buildings, the constructlon of which
was ordered in 1946 Ly the Soviet Army.

Khatangg lieos on the Khatangs estuary and is a port of some 7,000 inhabitants,
the majority of whom are "liberated” deportees who live in "zemiyanki® (rmgt
hats), The only comfortable buildings in the whole port are those which housa
The VD snd Glavasswmorput., Porb installations are crude; the quays are wooden
and of & temporvary mature. A amll repair yard is in existenes. Goal is loaded
hy band and is nined nearby at the rate of 25,000 tons a year. GCoal production
ecould be incroassd tuenty-fold, and probably will bz vhen the great therral
oleetric station, under congtruction since 1944 st a place 29 kilometors out-
zide Khatanga, has beon complated. Khatansa is also on oil port which handleg
a lo ¥ wion of some 100,000 tons & year. Jhere are vofineries not far
away, and it is bolieved tha’ Khatanga may develop into the chief air conter
of the Siberian Far North. T

Tort civeulation in 1945 reached only 75,000 tons. In 1946, two lcebreakers
were stationed permenently in the pord, vhers, during the month of October,
traffic was qite heavy., From a purely econonic point of view, land and
river corrmnications seem of greater impovtance for this rarticulsr region than .
for the northern sea route. The usual meteorological and polar invegtisation
stations lie further to the north, but thero 3a sn airficld of come im
at Khatanma., Within a radius of 50 kilometers of Khatangn there is an InpoTTms
oviet Army center situnted somewhere on the Eheta River. The railway line from
Enatanpa to Imarka was alnost completed in 1946 and should now ke in use.

2

Port Tiksl liss ob the Siberian mainland in the delta of the Iemn River. I&
has developed in a romarkable fachion since 1938, According %o Soviet amnounce-
rents, bebween 1940 and 1945 the port was expanded 250%. It lies at the end of
two overland routes, one of which follows the course of the Leme, The other
rans in a southeasterly direction towards the Indigirka. Tho population congists
of 5,000 free orMiborated" percoma. An important WD/GUZ center is also siiu-
ated in the vicinity. Port installations consist of a solld stone quay, a re~

itting bagin, and & dry dock. On hand are materisls and facilities for repaine
ing tuo ehins at a time,

On one of the adjacent islands in the lena delta, & “ase with facilities sirmilar
o those of Port Tilsi has heen sebt up for the Soviet Navy, with accomodations
for submarines, This naval base is situnted seventeen kilemeters from Port
Tikei and ws entirely Wuilt by deportees, the majority of whom died vhile en~
gagod in the work. The constructicn of this base was rendared particularly
diffieult because the mround on these delta islands doss not allow for selid
constructions, and foundations of cerment rust alweys be lald. It is unlikely
that this base will he ruch used, for in the mummer of 1945 a submarine sank
while btrying to enter itg shelter. .

Por'_{; Tiksi has a coal depoh and automatlc coal leading equipment. The instal-
lations of the port congist further of two larme dredgers. Durin~ the month of
fognst 1945, the following vessels circuliated in the poris
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3 icsbrealers permanen 1y stationed there

4 river tugs

1 seean-going tug

17 small fiching bosis

7 eargo weasels, two of which {.;gm under repair

4 travlers

1 warship of 1,300 tona
In addition, a convoy visited Port Tiksi. It consisted of twelve cargo
vessels, the largest of uhich displaced 5,000 toms. The ships were es-
corted by an fcobrealer of 3,000 tons, thres punboats, and a destroyer
of 1,100 tons,
Port Tiksi is not only an ocean port, tut also the last port for wiabover
1inited river traffic pdsses along the lema, As a port of call on the Arctic

gea route, Fort Tiksi is of importance; and, deapite wnfavorable conditions roe
sulting from Ghe unstable s sandy soil of the Iena delta, 1% is destined to

have a future. Its Installations consigt of mateoroloeical and polar investi-
zation gtati and a radio station. There Is an airfleld farther to the eos
WAIGH 1 A e T s

s uged hy planss on Aretic reconnaisgancs mmerons othepy nilita

aireraft, Port Tiksi 13 the ceat of a coant -guard garrlcon of 150 ren =nd an
mﬁﬁ%‘i& headquarters under GUMZ control which adninisters a w-it of anproxi-
mately battalion strength, Thers is only one coastal battery at the port, tut
it rossess a formidable dnti-aiveraft dofonse.

Sinee 1944, a naval bage and an air base of considerable importance have baen
under construction on the southern shore of Bo ghod Iyalkhoy Isiand., Thousands
of deportess from the Kolyma recion have been dispatched there.

Suldiarnae (marked on some maps as Amborchik) 1lies at the mouth of the Kolyma
RIVer And has developed in step with the Indigirka-Kolyma region in genoral,
The Russians plan eventually to conmoct Sukbarnos with the port of agadan

by means of a major hishway on uhich several thovsands of derortees ave alveady
erployed. The Indigirkn-Kolyra region is ono of the richest in Siberia, pro-
dueing coul, iron ore, coppor, Fn, HiTran nlckel, nercury (

The pomlation of fuktharnoe is approximato s000; tu
live some 100,000 politienl deporbtees. In addition to the outeofedais inctalla-
tions cuitable for loeal constal trade 5 & lorge sbone quay has been erceted
along which 1lie e warchouses. Sukharnoe has a shipbuilding yard, the dirmen-
sdons of wvhich eould alloy for the constrichion of roms fiftesn vessels per
year, including icebreakers. In 1946, no chips had yet been built there, al=-
thoush five ships wers undergoing ropairs. Offieial buildings house o GUMZ
directorate and navy, amy, and air force corrand Posts.

Durdng 1945, port circulation stood ab approximtely 560,000 tons, lavolving
for the most part traffic to and from the Borin~ Sea. A naval bage is situsted
pearly on the larpsst icland in the Eolyms estuary. Al geientifie research
stations alony the Arctic coast as far as the Bering Seame controlled by
Sukharnce, which is at the same time & conter of coaatal defense for north~
eagtern Siberia. The port hag an airfield of irportance.

falagan lies to the cast of Sukharnoe and in today in the nrocess of becoming
an irportant naval and adr base of the “oviet Navy. ‘

Since 1945, deportees have beon construeting a port of sone note ab the southern
ond of Chayn Bay, which is intended to serve a new industrial complex in the
hinterland. No further details arc available.
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vroyidonie lies on the Boring Straits and has long been an importont pord

oF oall on the Arctic Sea roube, Installations here have repsined primitive,
althourh they are well supplied with coal from the Chukotsk Bay region. list
Jarger <hins pags this port without stopping.

Anadyr lies at the mouth of the Anadyr River and is tending to replace
Frovidenie as a port of call on the Arctic Sea route. Tho roadsteed is
chelsered and affords a favorable anchorage. Coal is ninsd in the vicinily,
and rechanical equipnent for loading is available. Installations are other-
wse prinitive, althoush repair facilities are awailable, There arg rzetv;om%aw
, unicn ig

gieal and r ohimtion shatlions ¢ W@M 4
D a nilitary bace with strong coastal noos supported by several punboats

of the coastal rolice. Several icebreakers are pormanently statiomed at Anedyrs
An airfield lies some £ifty kilometers vpriver from the port.

Maradan lies on the northern shore of the Sea of Okhobsk and reprecents one

of the rost brilliant Soviet achieverento., A oimple fishing village in 1930,
it is today a rodern port of more than 100,000 inhabitants and the headquarters
of the ndninistration of the uhole remion and of the WD/GUMZ Dalstroi direc-
torate~general. ALL ©he mogt moder. port installavions, including shipmilding
yards, are availabie at Mapadan, vhich ig eapable of Iamdling trafflc of over
two nillion tons & year (althoush in 1945 traffic did not exceed &00,000 tons).
Both land and sea corrmnientions from laradan are excellent.
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